                                          NATIVE RANGELAND SEEDING MIXES
  The following seeding recommendations can be used as a general guide for southeastern Arizona rangelands.  Other species not listed may also be applicable to your site.  Different mixes could be designed, increasing or decreasing the number of species and/or their percentages in the mix.

                                    Each group represents 1 acre of broadcast seeding. 

· 12-16” precipitation zone (3900’ to 4900’ elevation)

Sandy & Loamy sites                                             Clayey sites
40% Blue grama           1 ½#                                  40% Blue grama            1 1/2#

20% Green sprangletop 1#                                     40% Green sprangletop 2#

20% Sand dropseed       1/2#                                  10% Cane bluestem      1/2#

20% Sideoats grama      3#                                    10% Sideoats grama       1 ½#

Alkali sites                                                              Limestone sites
50% Alkali sacaton         1#                                     40% Blue grama              1 1/2#

30% Blue grama             1#                                      40% Sand dropseed         1/2#

10% Four-wing saltbush 1#                                     10% Four-wing saltbush 1#

10% Plains bristlegrass   1#                                     10% Sideoats grama        1 1/2#

· 16-20” precipitation zone (4900’ to 6600’ elevation)

Sandy & Loamy sites                                               Clayey sites
35% Blue grama            1#                                       30% Alkali sacaton       1#

20% Green sprangletop 1 1/2#                                 30% Blue grama            1#

20% Sideoats grama      3#                                       30% Green sprangletop 1#

20% Cane bluestem       ½#                                      10% Sideoats grama      1 ½#

Limestone sites

40% Sand dropseed    ½#

25% Blue grama        1#

25% Sideoats grama  4#

10% Cane bluestem  1/2#

 At current prices, these mixes could range in price from $64 to $102 per acre (average = $87/acre), in seed cost only.

  Seeding should be done from December through July, in time for monsoon rains to germinate the seed.  Seed will need a minimum of ½” cover, 1” in sandy soils.  Cover could be applied by use of a range drill, disking and dragging, seeding after heavy ground disturbance (i.e. mesquite grubbing or deep ripping on the contour) or with very heavy livestock impact.  If a range drill is used, the recommended seeding rates listed could be cut in half and, no further measures to obtain cover would be needed.  Any attempt to increase rainfall infiltration by shading the ground with organic material and/or slowing runoff, will greatly aide chances for success.

  Seeded sites should be deferred from grazing for two summer growing seasons following seeding, (July through mid October).

  Much of southeastern Arizona has the potential to be predominately grassland sites given the proper management.  Healthy rangelands have positive impacts for livestock, wildlife, erosion control and aesthetics.

  Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service office if you are interested in further details or information on range seed suppliers.

